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INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM : r
The Situation in South ViQ{rn'am : | ‘

(s of 1500 EST)

) l. -Communist activity has incroased sharply in
Military Region (MR) 4. The Communists launched a
widespread coordinatcd sorics of ground probes and
shelling attacks on government positions in five dolta
provinces on 7 April. These actions were coupled with
eneny sapper attacks on several key highway bridges.
Late reports indicate that the Communists hatve overrun
-Kien Thien distric: town in Chuong Thien Province,

and that several ouvtposts werse undexr heavy enemy attack

fuorther north in tiec Vinh Long ~ Sa Dec area. . -

2. US pllots have sighted a regimental-size
Communist force about 20 miles northwest of Mo« Tho,
_in the same area that had
reported substantial nemy -troop movement, ‘To-the
west, another regimental-size Communist force reportedly
hag crossed into Chau Doc Provincc from Cambodia.
These may bo elements from either the S52nd or 101D
Regiments, which arce subordinate to the anemy Phuoce
Long Front ‘and which were detected in this.general area
sonie days ago. The Communigts! 32nd. Regiment has not
been Yocated _in several
days and could also be in South Vietnam east of Chau
Doc by now. .

3. The onemy is also maintaining_heavy pressure on
.South Vietnamezo positions in MR«3., Pross reports indi-
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cate that Communist gunncrs are continuing heavy shelling '

attacks against An Loc, the provincial capital of Binh
Long Province, ani are also hitting a nearby South
Vietnamese artillery baso. -Lnemy sappoers reportodly
hava knooked out several byidges along Route 13, the .
key road link- betwoan An Loc and Saigon, and othor late
ropoxts elaim that Routa 1 has boen cut Just west of
Salgon. These attacks are probably the work of commando
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elomenths from the Communist 429th Sappor Command, !
which recontly infiltrated Tay Ninh Province and |
arc novw in goed posltion to vwork against majox o
Yines of communicatlons as well an South Vietnamese |
artillery support: bases north-of salgon, ' ‘ |

4. The US Embassy. rcports that some 8-10,000
‘wefugees. f£led tho initial 5-6 April enemy attack in .
Binh Long Province, a number that undoubtecdly has
risen sharply with the loss of Loc Ninh District.
press reports indicate that some civilians have beeon
evacuated from an Loc, but there is no sign that the
number of refugees has swelled to anywhere neaxr that
recorded for the northernmost provinces, Emergsncy
aid is now being flown into various hastily erected
reception centers around the country, but government .
resources may soon be overburdened, if the increased .
Communist activity in the delta’ provinces drives more .t
refugees toward the major cities. - v

5. «  25x1
/’/ - -
Blements from these units probably are also responsible <

for recent increased enemys activity in nearby Phuoc .

" Long Province.

»

25%1
| captured .
documentis do suggest, however, - opyq
“athat the 7Ch Division clements now concentrated in :
“eastern Cambodia may soon be headed for increased o~
tactical activify in Tay Ninh Provincc. One recontly .

capturcd docunent revealed that more forces would be
provided for both ground attackas on South Vietnamese
outposts as well as -for strecet fighting,
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| 7eh Pivision forces . i
- would proévido tactical support for a mid-April | '
attack against Tay Ninh city by oloments of the :
enemy ‘s 9th Division. : B o :
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Military Region 1 | . SR e .!

7. Military activity remained light in the
northern provinces, but there are indications that
Hue may soon be the tarac ‘ lst attacks.
a combined _

rocket=inlantry assault is being planned fer Huong Ll
- Tra District, the jurisdictional area cncompassing . R '
Hue, . the viet Cong :
attempted to destroy bridgee both north and scuth of
25X 1 Hue on the nights of 5 and 6 April hut were unsuccess-
: ful. | '
engincer units have been ordered to complete work on
access routegc toward Hue to enable Communist armor, o
. artillery and infantry ke launch the "final battle 25X1
" to resolve the wax,! 25%1

25X1

8, 'Since the fighting subsided two days ago,
some Communist AAA and SAM units in the’areas .
inmmediately north and south of the DM%Z have been relo— - :
cating to new positions to reduce their vulnerability Y
to alr attack. For this reagon, there is likely to
be a teaporary dimunition in the intensity .of; ground- ..
25X1 - fire. At the pame time, however, a number of AAR unite

~w» 9. The US Embassy in Salgon estimates that‘
100,000 refugces--onc-third of the previneial population~-
have becen generated so far by the fighting in Quang Tri.
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Cwenty ﬁouf}%bfugco centers have been ©s
beiwoen Quar: ([ Twd elty and Da Nang undaer
of an 1nterm*§intcxinl committee hoaded b
of State Dni.;han Quang Pan. ' :

- Military pafan 2 ) N .
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10. Enfaf-initiated activity in the
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highlands

'uvcoﬁaiﬁﬁﬁdfmhmnly of rocket and mortar attacks agalinst

"”b“*'ﬁuﬂﬁhffistQmése poai.tions. Pleiku Alxfield rocelved
five 122~mui.Hckets during the evening of 6 April.
L fivebase jn Kontum Province was attacked early on

7 april res{liing in one ARVN soldiex ki
wounded. Abction is expected to pick up

Iled and 12
in Kontumn soon.

- As element ¢r the North vietnamese 320th Division has
been orderci 4o deatroy an ARVN position’ at Dac Mut

with mortax’.iire, and ans.eneny - logistics

unit from the

chmunists{Eg&B.Front,‘which usually stays well out

of combat i
suggesting fpigit the enemy A5 moving its

. gleser to ayizicipated areas of fighting.

- .gou;tructiorn Yas also been reported.

viet Cong’ﬂé?ﬁbns Tn the Countryside

. n - :
11, wﬁ?ﬁ}~the°¢ommunists currently
trating the 3l

Yie, hag moved 12 miles to the east,

supply lines
New road

areg concen-

1 of theisr efforts on the big-unit

contest in Yﬁ?th vietnam, Viet Cong military-and
political wiigLs also are being encouraged to increase

- pressure agl;st the Scuth Viebnames :
" A numbexr of ‘peports
 the countyy Andicate ot the Viet Cong
{s busy tryiug to take advantagde of the
yural populd’i
. the Communi{ ipain-foreces..

-

Bl

» villages.
{£hroughout’
ocal apparatus

impact on the

ion of the initial guccCesses enjoyed hy

2. Coihbhist agents around Da Nang reportedly

nre trjing“zﬁ{propagandizc the increasing number of
yefugecs tof.pave government camp:s and return to
—ighely formel homes. Undercover agents are contacting -

oghe refugeo! and advising them that thoy should come
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over to the “winning' side., Comnunist cadre in :
other partu of Quang Nam Province also apparently o
are working hard to spruco up their local political
oxganizations in outlying hamlets and villages. T

- Emphasis ig being placed.on organlzing support among,
minority and special interest groups that may now
“be having doubts aliout the ability of government
sccurity forxces to protect them,

13, Forther south in MR-3, enemy cadre in a
Conmunist command norithwest of Saigon repcrtedly have
been given instructions to strengthen local Viet
Cong political organizations there by recruiting
students and individuals with family members in the

government's armed forces. eyl

these people '
arc now likely to be more vulnerable to Commuhist
overtures for support while South Vietnamese units
are under attack and suffering heavy losses.

| 4. In the delta, enemy cadre reportedly are e
forming “special action teams" to help penetrate and
overrun more governmeht outposts. A&An enédmy provincial
directive authorizing the formation of 'the new teamns
stated that the capture of government outposts was
an important part in disrupting the government's
pacification program. The destruction of the program ™
"+ the document claimed would provide the necessary : y
' “springboard for a general offensive."” In Kien Phong
Province, Viet Cong cadre veportodly have béen instructed
to step up thelr efforts to organize subversive organ=—
izations in governnent areas to help launch a generald
uprising campaign at some future unspecified date.

LA 15.. Much of the curxent Vieot Cong activity being
reported does not suggest much of a change from T
. 8tandard Communist procedures at the local level. The
« current emphasis, however, indicates that Viet Cong
officinln cleaxrly hope to capitalize on tho adverse
psychological effects government setbacks are bhaving
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on the local population as a result of the puccesses l K
of their main force attacks farther noxth. : ‘

< c——————e—

Popular Reactions ‘ | o : \

. - .

16, Communist agitation plans notwlthstandlng,
much of ;the civilian population in Salgon and in
other parts of the country well away from the fighting
is still going about its ordinary business with very
few outward signs of serious alarm. As the action
spreads from one front. to.another, however, apprchension
among civilians is growing. | ‘ |

17. One bit of evidence reflecting the absence
of panic at least in Saigon is the fact that over the
past several days the black market rate for the US
dollars and the price of gold have actually dropped Co.
slightly. Pro-administration politicians remain -

- publicly optimistic. Lower House Speaker Can was quoted

- and that only US air support was nceded to defeat the

-
L
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in the semi-official press yesterday asserting that the
South Vietnamese army igs holding the line in Quang Tri

eneny. . )
: 18. At the same time, many leading figures in the
capital are voicing increasing concern. Leading -
Buddhist Senator Mau, whose strongest support is probably
conte¥ed in the noxthern provinces, expressed’ fear that
Quaug Tri City is "“doomed" and lue might prove impossible
to hold. Another politician who has long hecn a caustic
‘eritic of the Thicu regime, Senator Chuc, charged that

the military sitvation was not as disturbing as the lack

of political leadership being provided by the government.
In Quang Ngal Pvovince, in southern Military Region I,
local Buddhist notables are "extremely concerned" about °
enemy attacks further north. The monks reportedly are
supporting the expansion of an organizatien among local
high school students aimed at preventing Viet Cong
infiltration of student bodiec or of Quang Hgail City.

Any relevant information will be turned ovor lmmedlatoly
to province security wsthoritices for action.
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“watching the situation carefully and there doos not {

oo o

19, So far, however, most Vietnamene are still

appear! to bu any pupular groundowaell of sentiment
oither for or againgt the governmgnt as a rosult of |
the war news, / | N

[

Encmy Supply Shipments | o ' ‘

| 20,  During March the flow of supplics through the

Communist legistic notwork in the southern Laotian '

Panhandle remaincd dt a very high level. | 251
more than 5,500 tons of supplies - -°*

moved through the Ban Phone area in March. The cargo

included at least 1,900 tons of rice, 1,000 tons of

ordnance, and 1,100 tons of gasoline. The ordnance

deliveries in March increase the amount of arms angd

ammunition moved to that area since 1 February to at

- least 3,800 tons, most of which is probably for suppert *

of major offensive camp:igns in the B-3 Pront and
COSVN sectors, o

21. The extreme? arge volume of gasoline;shippea .~

is sufficient to maint..n a major transport effort in

the southern Panhandle and northern Cambodia well into

-+ the wet season.

*

25X1

the North Vietnamesc W 1)
large quantities of supplies through the Lacs Panhs
at least through April,
the resulte of the third day of April, which 1% calleq
the month of the "General Transportation ‘
Offensive.” This use of the term may indicate
that the North Vietnamese plan to move more supplies.
during April than in any of the three previous monthg

25%1

" of the offensive. _ BN

" o5x1

<+ 23. The North Vietnamege 325th bivision is apparently

moving south from the Nanoi aroa to supplement Cormunist :
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